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•	 The	latest	on	the	SIA	application.

•	 President's	thoughts	on	the	
					Malahat	changes.

•	 Where	will	you	find	a	Giant	Yard	
Sale	plus	fun	for	kids	all	in	one	
place?

 And so much more . . .
	

The New Mill Bay Fire 
Hall No. 2,
Progress So Far.
 
Have you had a chance to go by and take a 
peek at the new Hall No. 2 on Hutchinson 
Road? Construction is well underway and in 
no time it will be occupied.

This year the Cobble Hill Fair was a great 
success with the Fire Department demon-
strations on the ladder truck, auto extrica-
tion, target shoot plus handing out pam-
phlets, tattoos, lollipops and firefighter 
related erasers. 

For further news from the Mill Bay Fire De-
partment, turn to page 3.

Tuesday September 17, 2013
7:30 p.m.

Mil Bay Community League Hall
Everyone Welcome!

Mill Bay Community 
League

Monthly Meeting
The Good Old Daze Event Winners

The Mill Bay/Malahat Historical Society would like to thank everyone who participated in the Good Old Daze 
Event. All 54 figures were a huge success and after tallying hundreds of votes the winners are:

Favourite Figure Category: Historical Society of St. Francis Xavier and CIBC
Funniest Figure Category: Curves and the Bamberton Historical Society

Most Creative Category: Mill Bay Paint and Hardware and South Cowichan Community Policing
Most Interesting Facts Category: Rusticana Coffee and the Cowichan Intercultural Society

Best Dressed Category:  Bare Essentials and the Royal Bank
These winners received cash prizes donated to their chosen charity.  The local charities that received a Good Old 

Daze donation were the CMS Food Bank, the SPCA, Women Against Violence, the Mill Bay/Malahat Historical Soci-
ety, and the Shawnigan Easter Seal Camp.

Honorable Mention Winners: Jada hairstylists, Island Water Store, Our Mother of Good Counsel Catholic 
Homeschoolers, Cobble Hill Historical Society, Cowichan Valley Schools Heritage Society, Mill Bay/Malahat 
Historical Society, Bru-Go’s, Valley Vines to Wines, Third Addition Gifts, Lucky Paws Pet Supply, Pemberton 

Homes, Frances  Kelsey Retired Teachers, Joe Ros-Art & Photography, Pharmasave, South Cowichan Chamber 
of Commerce, Patryka Designs, Mill Bay Mall Admin Office, Frances Kelsey Secondary School students.

The winner of the ballot draw for the gift basket donated by Thrifty Foods was April Cammiade.
The winners of the scavenger hunt draw were Justin Achten and Hayley Alexander.

See you next year when “The Good Old Daze” are here again!
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Letter from the President
By Ken Waldron
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The best time of the year for most parents and 
grandparents is upon us; school is back in session. 
September also means the start of lots of other ac-
tivities.  Now would be a good time to mark your 
calendar with the third Tuesday of the month at 
7:30 p.m. for the MBCL General Meetings. All mem-
bers of the community are invited to attend.

I am looking forward to this fall hoping that 
maybe, just maybe, the weather will carry on be-
ing better than the rest of the country but if it’s 
not, please don’t shoot me. Speaking of shooting, 
why not plan to take in some minor hockey this 
year. Good hockey happens at Kerry Park and go-
ing to a game once in awhile is better than only 
watching them on TV.

As some of you are aware, the latest changes 
to the Malahat Drive are sort of completed.  You 
may notice that I stated the word “changes”, not 
improvements. I have driven on gravel roads 
smoother than most of that paving.  It appears as 
if it is rough on purpose so that a proper top coat 
will adhere better. Possibly it will wear down to a 
smooth finish.  

I also think that they may have had a contest 
with the light standards to see who could get 
theirs closest to the road to catch vehicles on the 
curbs. They are only centimeters away from the 
driving lane of which I thought was still supposed 
to be a highway.  

What is the purpose of some sections of the 
barricade?  Did they just buy a certain number of 
metres and have to use it all?  The worst areas are 
the two sections with great big concrete median 
areas in place of what should have been merge 
lanes. Does anyone know just what the plan for 
snow removal is? Maybe Mother Nature got over-
looked. Don’t count on being able to use some of 
the u-turn spots to change your mind during a 
snow storm.  

Overall, this is another good reason to use 
Kerry Park recreation centre and to shop locally 
(with the occasional trip to Nanaimo). We put 
someone on the moon but we cannot fix a railway 
track or upgrade a highway. I guess that speaks 
volumes about priorities and which groups push 
for what matters to them. 

Make a difference, talk to your neighbours 
and get involved.

See you at the General Meeting on the 17th 
of September.  

What is the SPCA all 
about?
The South Cowichan area is serviced by the 
Cowichan and District SPCA which is located 
at 7550 Bell McKinnon Road in Duncan.  When 
you have lost your pet or you have found one, 
this is the place to call. The shelter is run solely 
by donations and volunteers continually host 
fundraisers throughout the year to support 
the animals who call the shelter a temporary 
home.  

The staff and volunteers strive to make it a 
good place for the animals to be.  In many cases 
it is much better than where the animal origi-
nated from.  We have volunteers who come 
in and socialize with the cats and kittens by 
brushing, cuddling and talking to them.  The 
dogs have a number of large outdoor runs to 
stretch their legs and each dog is walked daily 
by dedicated dog walkers.  We have a trainer 
who donates her time and dogs get as much 
basic training as possible before being adopted 
out into their new homes.  

If you are interested in volunteering at the 
shelter, either come in to fill out an application 
form, or go online at BCSPCA webpage.  We 
are also in need of handy people at the shelter, 
from weeding to general repairs.  For more info 
call 250-746-4646.

Folk Dancing in 
Mill Bay
Join the Cowichan Valley International Folk 
Dancers as they dance to delightful mu-
sic from around the world. Most dances are 
done in a line or a circle, so you don’t need a 
partner in order to take part.

The night begins with a few easy warm-
up dances, followed by teaching of new 
dances or review of ones that have not been 
done for a while. The last hour is for request 
dancing. Newcomers learn right along with 
others who have danced for some time. Once 
you know some of the steps it is often easy 
just to follow the leader.

Come join us Monday nights from 7:30 – 
9:30 p.m. in the Mill Bay Community League 
Hall.

The first night is free. After that, drop-in 
fees are $5 a night. The annual membership 
(around 50 nights of dancing during the year) 
is a bargain at $80.  For more information call 
Lyn or Jim at 250-743-2686 or Kate at 250-
743-5068.

SPECIAL EvENT? 
Rent the 

Mill Bay Community
 League Hall.

Call 250-743-5922.     
www.mbcl.ca

Messenger Submission Deadlines
Article Submission: 
28th day of month

Printed:  First Tuesday of month
Distributed: Following Monday
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If you would like your event listed, send 
details to julieros2010@gmail.com

St. John’s Church presents

Cobble Hill 
September Festival

Saturday September 21, 2013
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Admission is FREE
Giant yard sale (over 50 tables)

Hamburgers and bake tables filled 
with divine deserts

Live Music
Bouncy castle and games for kids

Active zero waste
For more information call 

250-743-3095
www.stjohnscobblehill.ca

Mill Bay Community League
Monthly General Meeting

Tuesday September17, 2013, 7:30 p.m.
Mill Bay Community Hall

South Cowichan Library
Moon Festival Storytime

Friday September 20, 2013, 10 a.m.
South Cowichan Library, Mill Bay Centre

St. John’s Church
September Festival

Saturday September 21, 2013, 10 a.m to 3 p.m.
3295 Cobble Hill Road, Cobble Hill

South Cowichan Rotary
Clyde Olgilvie Golf Classic

Friday September 27, 2013, 11 a.m.
Cowichan Golf and Country Club, Duncan

South Cowichan Rotary
Poker Fundraiser

Sunday September 29, 2013, 1 p.m.
Cowichan Bay Pub, Cowichan Bay

Canadian Cancer Society
Tour de Rock

Wednesday October 2, 2013
Mill Bay Centre

Rotary New Year Begins
By Shirley Walker, 
South Cowichan Rotary Club

The installation of our club’s new officers took 
place in July. Our president this year is Alan 
Lolacher – the complete list of officers can be 
seen at our website www.southcowichanrotary.
org. On the left hand side of the site, you can 
view the speaker’s list for the upcoming month 
as well as the list of officers. By clicking on a 
name, you will be able to email that person with 
any questions.

We enjoyed a summer full of events and 
still have some upcoming highlights.  The Clyde 
Ogilvie Classic – 19th Annual Golf Scramble at 
the Cowichan Golf and Country Club will be 
held on September 27th at 11 a.m. Registration 
begins at 11a.m. with a shotgun start at 1p.m.  
This event is our major fundraiser of the year 
and all the monies raised are donated to local 
agencies.

A Poker Fundraiser will be held at the 
Cowichan Bay Pub on September 29th from 
1 – 7 p.m. to raise money for our International 
projects. To find out more about both of these 
projects, visit our website and click on the 
project name.

October 2nd – Rotary will be serving break-
fast as the Tour de Rock arrives in Mill Bay Centre. 
This is always a rewarding experience to share 
with the Tour de Rock participants. Please join us.

If you are considering volunteering in your 
community – check us out online or talk to 
someone at one of our local events. Better yet, 
come to one of our breakfast meetings and see 
for yourself. Visitors are always welcome to join 
in the fun!

Campfire Ban Has Been 
Lifted
By Joanne Nelson, Mill Bay Fire Department

We hope you have had a fabulous summer and 
thank you for your assistance in keeping our 
Firefighters safe as well as out of harm’s way this 
dry season. 

The campfire ban in the Coastal Fire District 
has been lifted but you must follow all the rules 
when it comes to campfires; keep a shovel close 
at hand and eight liters of water available to fully 
extinguish it. As a reminder, campfires cannot 
be larger than half-meter high by half-meter 
wide.  Fireworks, sky lanterns and burning barrels 
remain prohibited. It is still dry in the forest floor, 
please be safe.

CHEK News recently broadcast a story about 
a shortage of volunteer firefighters and how 
services are impacted. Go to www.mbcl.ca/
messenger.html to see to the video. This is a huge 
concern for us in the valley as well.  We need you!
If you are:

• over 19, 
• a resident or work in Mill Bay, Cobble 

Hill, Arbutus Ridge, 
• retired or work at home, 
• wanting an active part volunteering in 

our Community
Then come out and learn new and exciting 

skills by becoming a part of our energetic team.  
See us at Lodgepole Road in Mill Bay, Wednesday 
nights at 7 p.m. or call 250-743-5563 for more 
information.  

Did you know: You should always have an emergency 
kit in your trunk containing a flashlight, first-aid kit, 
jumper cables, windshield washer fluid and basic tools.  
Consider purchasing a car battery charger if you have 
a long commute each day.

Mill Bay Community
Event Listing 
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Area A Regional 
Directors Report
By Mike Walker

In the last Mill Bay Messenger I was a little op-
timistic that the upgrades to the Handy Road 
public boat ramp would begin this summer. 
Even though the plans have been approved 
by CVRD parks staff, we are still waiting for the 
representative of DFO to approve the upgrades. 
I was told that since there would be no dredg-
ing and that it was a fairly simple procedure it 
shouldn’t take long to approve.  I promise that I 
will stay on top of this issue and get a final deci-
sion and start dates.

The major item in the local news was the 
South Island Aggregate’s application to the 
Ministry of Environment to accept contami-
nated soils at their rock quarry.  I support the 
Cowichan Valley Regional District Board in its 
decision to appeal the ruling of the MOE to ap-
prove SIA’s application and to ask for a stay in 
the operation until the environmental appeal 
board makes it decision.

The decision to stay the operation should 
only take about a month or two for the environ-
mental appeal board after the closing date of 
an appeal to be received. But, the timeline for 
the environmental appeal board to schedule a 
hearing on this issue could be a year from now. I 
will keep you posted on how it all turns out.

I hope you all had a safe and happy summer 
and if you have any questions or concerns give 
me a call at 250-743-6727 or email mwalker@
cvrd.bc.

Top titles, genealogy, 
preschooler, Oh my!
By Monica Finn, South Cowichan Public Library

Top Non-fiction Titles at South Cowichan
1. Dead snails leave no trails: natural pest control 

for home and garden
2. Fine foliage: elegant plant combinations for 

garden and container
3. Wheat belly: lose the wheat, lose the weight, 

and find your path back to health
4. Eat to live: the amazing nutrient-rich program 

for fast and sustained weight loss
5. Candice Olson bedrooms
Discovering Your English Roots
Many of us in the area have some English an-
cestry—Carol Stiles from the Duncan Family 
History Centre will be in the library on Thursday, 
September 12, from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. to help 
demonstrate resources and answer questions.
Call 250-743-5436 for more information.
Moon Festival Storytime
On Friday, September 20, preschoolers and 
their parents are invited to celebrate the Chi-
nese Moon Festival with stories and songs and 
more! 10:30 to 11a.m.
Mother Goose returns
Sessions of Mother Goose for preschoolers 
and their adults will be returning to the library. 
Please drop by or call 250-743-5283 to find out 
days and times.
Cowichan Intercultural Society in the Library
A staff member from CIS is here from 12:30 to 
2:30 p.m. on the first Thursday of every month if 
you or someone you know has questions about 
services for new Canadians or any of the youth 
and community groups connected to CIS.

Eventful Summer
By Julie Rosenthal, South Cowichan Community Policing

It has been a busy summer for us here at the Community Policing Office. We started off in June at 
the Family Day in Mill Bay.  Congratulations to all our colouring contest winners:  Kaitlyn, Alexander 
and Tommy. On that same day we launched our Cut-Out Board of an RCMP officer and an “arrested” 
raccoon. Many have had fun with this board throughout the summer. Do you recognize the two 
people in the picture below? 

In July we celebrated our one year anniversary and it was great to see the community come out. 
Equally great were the generous donations for our fundraiser at the Junk in the Trunk event where 
we raised over $700 to be used towards Community Policing programs. Also in July Constable 
Goodbuddy was outside peeking through bushes looking for speeders for The Good Old Daze 
celebration.

Positive Tickets has been in full swing this summer with Shawnigan Lake RCMP officers and 
Community Policing volunteers catching kids doing good things. The tickets are good for a prize 
donated by local business and all winners are entered into a Grand Prize draw on September 28th. 

We launched the Community Policing survey this summer and have had a great response so far.  
The closing date to complete the survey is Sunday September 15, 2013.  You can pick up a survey at 
the office or simply go to our website and fill it out online.

On October 2nd, Tour de Rock is passing through Mill Bay and we will be doing some fundraising 
for the Cops for Cancer cause.   You will have the opportunity to take your photo in our RCMP Cut-out 
Board with a rider and you can win a prize basket by guessing the number of Rocks in the Box.Come 
out and support the riders and let’s beat cancer!


